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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
I'm writing this the week before the General Membership meeting, so I hope all
went well with the election and approval of the by-laws. If so, congratulations to
those elected or re-elected, and thanks to all who attended the meeting so that
there was a quorum to do those two things.
There's still time to volunteer to work at our AKC Obedience Trial on June 11th
and 12th. See Daryl Stuppan if you're interested.
Thank you to Laura Sadler for running the Flower Power fundraiser for us. I
don't have the profit amount in front of me, but I know that it was successful!
If you have an idea for a fundraiser for the club, please bring it up at a meeting. Be forewarned, though, if you propose it, you're in charge of it!

Our annual summer picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 21st, beginning at
11:00am. No training that day; your dogs get the day off. We're still working on
the details, so watch the newsletter and the sign-up board for more info.
We're participating in a number of events in 2022, and we'll need volunteers for
all of them! They are: West Allis Ala Carte on June 4th, Wisconsin State Fair on
August 12th, Barktoberfest on September17th, Fromm Fest on September
24th, South Shore Christmas Parade on November 19th, and West Allis Christmas Parade on December 3rd. Watch for more details as we get closer to the
events.

Board of Directors
Lisa Fohey
- Term Ends ‘24
Linda Roman
- Term Ends ‘24
Daryl Ann Stuppan
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Martha Ryan
-Term Ends ‘23
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-Term Ends ‘22
Nancy Eastman
-Term Ends-’22

Mari Pavleje
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Assistant Directors of Training
Mari Pavleje
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Mark Anderson
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Beginner Instructors
Sue Bronson
Claire Reihl
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Open Instructors
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Agility
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HOW MANY DOGS DOES IT TAKE
TO CHANGE A LIGHT BULB?
Border Collie: Just one. Then I’ll replace any wiring that’s not up to code.
Rottweiler:
Make me!
Lab:
Oh, me, me! Pleeease let me change the light bulb! Can I?
Huh? Huh?
Dachshund: You know I can’t reach that stupid lamp!
Malamute: Let the Border Collie do it. You can feed me while he’s busy.
Jack Russell Terrier: I’ll just pop it in while I’m bouncing off the walls.
Greyhound:
It isn’t moving. Who cares?
Cocker Spaniel: Why change it? I can still pee on the carpet in the dark.
Mastiff:
Screw it in yourself! I’m not afraid of the dark…
Doberman: While it’s out, I’ll just take a nap on the couch.
Boxer: Who needs light? I can still play with my squeaky toys in the dark.
Pointer:
I see it, there it is, there it is, right there!
Australian Shepherd: First, I’ll put all the light bulbs in a little circle…
Old English Sheep dog: Light bulb? That thing I just ate was a light bulb?
Basset Hound: Zzzzzzzzzzzzzz…
Westie: Dogs do not change light bulbs — people do. I am not one of
THEM so the question is, how long before I can expect my light again?
Poodle: I’ll just blow in the Border Collie’s ear and he’ll do it. By the time
he finishes rewiring the house, my nails will be dry.
Golden Retriever: The sun is shining, the day is young, we’ve got our
whole lives ahead of us, and you’re inside worrying about a stupid burned
-out bulb?

DID YOU KNOW?
You can sponsor a fundraiser for MDTC through you Facebook page for
your birthday or just because. Go to the Fundraiser shortcut under you
name on the top left of newsfeed page. Then search for Milwaukee Dog
Training Club under nonprofits and it will create the fundraiser on your
page. You don't have to do anything and Facebook deposits the donations!

Gabbi Kabachieva
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Dorothy Schmidt
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Scent Hurdles
BJ Parrott

AMAZON FOR MDTC
Dog Lovers, we have a way to earn some money from Smileamazon.com
We are now enrolled in Smile Amazon.com, the charitable arm that will
donate .5% of each sale that is placed on the Smile Amazon site. That
money will come directly to us on a quarterly basis.
Just log on to your Amazon account and copy and paste this link,
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1230626
The Amazon site may ask you to refresh the page and ask if you want to
make Milwaukee Dog Training Club your default charitable donation. Yes,
you do! If you use AmazonSmile on a mobile app you need to renew it
twice a year. Web Browsers do not need to renew just type AmazonSmile
into the browser.

MILWAUKEE DOG TRAINING CLUB
General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, May 25, 2022

Meeting called to order by Erin Ruppel at 8:06 pm
MINUTES: No changes
SECRETARY’S REPORT
Digitizing old board minutes and other documents that were previously at the front desk (now available via
email)
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: No report
TREASURER’S REPORT
Small net income
Balances remain consistent
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Director of Training/Obedience:
Thank you, everyone, for coming in the rain
Make sure you’re bringing water for dogs and wearing closed toes shoes and long pants
Watch your dogs with fireworks and other loud noises on Memorial Day—they can get scared and take off
No classes this Sunday or AKC show weekend
Agility:
Going outside first Saturday in June
Open house for new class will be mid-October. Date will be posted on website.
Flyball:
Beginner class going well. First tournament in WI Rapids on Memorial Day weekend
Puppy Class:
Going well. Just finished Week 4.
AKC Show:
Everything’s ready to go. Quite a few entries
Need 1 more volunteer for Sunday for raffles. Don’t need to be there first thing in the morning or stay the
whole time.
Please contribute to sponsorships (see newsletter for details), still collecting raffle items until Wednesday
before trial
Membership and Sales:
June class full. August class 25% filled as of right now
Building and Grounds:
Roof of indoor club repaired by roofer referred by Kathy Gibowski

MILWAUKEE DOG TRAINING CLUB
Meeting Continued

Social: Picnic will be August 21
Good and Welfare: Nothing to report
Exhibitions:
FrommFest coming up
Barktoberfest Sep 17. Agility stuff for beginners, some obedience stuff
State Fair Friday, August 12. Need lots of volunteers for agility. You don’t have to be in agility to help!
West Allis a la Carte Sunday, June 5
Fundraising:
Flower fundraiser closing today, raised over $700. Thanks for coordinating it, Laura!
Nominating Committee: No report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Calendar: if we want to do a calendar fundraiser this year, we need someone who has graphic design
experience. It doesn’t have to be a club member—friend, family, graphic design student, please ask around

NEW BUSINESS
Election: all nominees running unopposed, so elected by voice vote
President: Sue Steinbach elected unanimously
Vice President: Mari Pavleje elected unanimously
Secretary: Erin Ruppel elected unanimously

Treasurer: Kris DeFelice elected unanimously
Board: Kathy Gibowski elected unanimously
Board: Tracy McCarty elected unanimously
Bylaws revisions:
Clarify spending exception: “By majority vote, the Officers and Board of Directors are authorized to pay all
State and Federal income taxes and any insurance premiums incurred by MDTC, as well as any immediate,
necessary, emergency repairs or maintenance, regardless of amount.”
Changes approved unanimously
Barktoberfest sponsorship ($1,500): booth at event, lots of great marketing
Motion to approve expense by Tori
Mike seconded
Discussion: Do we know how many members we’ve gotten from this?
We don’t have exact numbers, but classes started filling when we started it
Motion carried unanimously

MILWAUKEE DOG TRAINING CLUB
Meeting Continued

Financial review committee: Kristin, Mike, Bob
Voting in new class
Mike moved to accept new members, Daryl seconded
No discussion
Motion carried unanimously

SHOW WINS
Lory and Pilot earned 198 and first place in obedience
Ellen and Lola double Q’d in agility
Kathy Gibowski is going to Nationals on Wednesday

Motion to adjourn by Mike. Bob seconded. No discussion. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:33 pm.

SHOW WINS AND BRAGS
Tori Baldwin and Siberian Husky Baldwin’s Black Patent Malt– CPE ScentworkEntered Patti’s Canine Solutions, LLC, May 21, Level 2,
Qualified: 2 container
2 interior 2 exterior 1 vehicle ( I messed up).
Heather Halsted-Ols and Winston completed their observations and join the growing number of Alliance Therapy Dog teams from MDTC! Congratulations to them!
If you are interested in becoming certified, please contact me at
Darylstuppan@aol.com and we'll get you started!

Mary E. Avery - Stanley passed his Therapy Dog tests at Pet Palooza.

May 7th we participated in Greendale's Pet Palooza for the first time. We did four Obedience demonstrations
between 10:00am and 2:00 pm. It was a beautiful day to be outside, it was fun, it was beneficial being able
to train in a different environment, it was great sharing information about MDTC to other dog owners, and it
was definitely the most interesting demo we've ever participated in!
From the loud band, to the people and dogs walking through the middle of our demo, to the lady walking her
ferret on the leash RIGHT next to us, to the delicious smelling taco truck being where our dumbells landed,
and, through no fault of her own, Kathy Platt's different use of terms and what she wanted us to do (we figured it out by the end!), there were definitely different challenges. But, the handlers and the dogs did great everyone flowed with what was happening, and adjusted accordingly. And, the dogs were fantastic! I can't
believe how they stayed focused and did what they were suppose to do! We looked great!
Big thanks to our teams: Bonnie with Murphy, Claude with Brody and Nugget, Jeanne with Enzo, Dawn with
Topaz, Molly with Sadie, Kathi with Gigi, Kathy with Sarge, Mary with Stanley, Elizabeth with Billie, and I was
with Kava. An especially big thanks to Kathy Platt for inviting us to participate in this demo and MC’ing!

Daryl Ann Stuppan

POISONED CUES IN DOG TRAINING
Do you have to repeat your cues before your dog does what you ask? Have you ever wondered if your
dog is really understanding what you are asking for, or in a moment of frustration wondering if your dog is
just blowing you off?
Dogs aren’t just ignoring your cues for the sake of being difficult. If your dog isn’t doing what you have
asked, it’s likely that either the distraction level is too high, the cue hasn’t been clear enough, your dog
isn’t sure what you want, or your criteria for the cue was unclear and has become meaningless or
“poisoned.”
“Poisoned cues” is a term used to describe a cue that has lost all meaning to your dog. Poisoning a cue
can occur if a verbal cue is introduced but not fully reinforced and so the dog simply doesn’t understand
what behavior you want.
Poisoned cues can also happen if you teach a behavior but then the cue fails to be reinforced accurately
by you or other people in the home and over time the behavior can become sloppy or unclear. If you regularly find yourself repeating a cue before your dog responds, it’s likely your cue is at risk of being poisoned.
continued

POISON CUES continued
A common example of how this can happen is with a dog’s recall. Do you find yourself saying “come!
come! Come! COME!!!” with increasing volume and urgency as your dog continues to sniff the grass, and
then maybe, eventually comes over to you? Your dog has learned that “come” only means “come” the
fourth (or more) times you say it, or the cue has become completely meaningless to your dog, and they
likely have no idea what behavior you want.
Poisoned cues can happen accidentally even with experienced trainers. This often happens because:
 You pushed too quickly with training something, and the dog never fully understood what the behavior
was
 The desired criteria for the behavior is not clear to the dog (or sometimes even the handler)
The verbal cue can also lose meaning due to overuse and underperformance. The easiest example of
this is asking your dog to sit and when your dog doesn’t sit the first time you use the cue you just keep
repeating “sit, sit, sit, sit, sit.” If you have to continually repeat a cue, your dog probably doesn’t understand it.
If you find yourself realizing that one (or more) of your dog’s cues are inconsistently being performed and
have likely been “poisoned” there are a couple of options for helping you and your dog to communicate
more clearly with each other.
The first option is to go back and retrain the behavior and cue the way you did previously, and the second
option is to start over by reteaching the behavior with a completely new cue.
It can sometimes be much easier to start over using a new/different verbal cue. So instead of “come” you
could transition your recall to “here.” To do this you’ll want to start over from the very beginning and teach
the behavior the way you would if your dog had never learned this skill. As you are reteaching you can
slowly introduce your new verbal cue as your dog begins to master the skills, again in the same way that
you would if you were teaching the behavior for the first time.
If you know that your cues got poisoned not because of your own training, but because you have family
members who used the cues incorrectly, inconsistently, or didn’t give your dog a high enough rate of reinforcement, the best option is to try to get everyone on the same page with training. However, if that’s not
possible another option is to retrain the cue but not share that information with your family. For example,
you may want to retrain your dog’s recall onto a cue that you use in obedience or other sports instead of
the cue your family will continue to use for the vague idea of a recall cue from the yard that your dog
(hopefully) eventually responds to. As long as your family doesn’t start using your newly taught and reinforced recall cue you shouldn’t have a problem your dog will continue listening to you and ignoring your
family using the old cue.
The best strategy to protect the integrity of your cues is consistency and high rates of reinforcement. You
get paid to go to work, and your dog should be getting regularly paid for working as well! It’s helpful (if
possible) to get your family, dog walker, dog sitter, and anyone who regularly spends time with your dog
all on the same page about what cues your dog knows and how they should be reinforced with praise,
treats, and/or playing with toys. It can be helpful to have a list of common cues posted in a central area of
your home like a corkboard or written on a whiteboard.
One of the challenges that people often face is that they will assume their dog understands more than
they do about the specifics of a particular cue which can lead to the cue being poisoned. To avoid this, be
sure to take your time while training, practice cues regularly, and if your dog starts to miss the cue go
back to the last step your dog was successful and work at that level for a while before continuing with the
skill. Taking your time as you are teaching new skills to your dog will give your dog a strong foundation
and help prevent cues from becoming inconsistent or getting poisoned in the future.
By Sassafras Lowrey, CTDI
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Members please note, if you are not going to renew your membership,
when you receive your notice please email your intentions to
Info@milwaukeedog.com

Thanks!

Would you like to receive your future newsletters via e-mail? It is fast, easy and in color! Just
send your name and e-mail address to emkk@sbcglobal.net.
If you have an article, report or upcoming event you would like to see in future newsletters the deadline
for submissions is the LAST WEDNESDAY of every month. If you send an article after the last
Wednesday of the month, it will go in the following month’s newsletter, which means it will probably be
outdated! No exceptions!

www.milwaukeedog.com
Be sure to visit our website.
Our Facebook page is
https://www.facebook.com/groups/milwaukeedogtrainingclub/

Searching for a specific American Kennel Club event? *

Obedience

Hunting

Herding

Rally

Scent Work

Agility

Tracking

The AKC has updated the online AKC Event Search & Results making it easier to find the right events for
you and your dog. *
The search now works across all your devices whether you’re on a desktop computer, tablet or
smartphone. It also gives you more flexible ways to refines your search.
Here’s how to find it.
Go to American Kennel Club website at www.akc.org. Click on the Events tab at the top of the page.
At the bottom of the events page you will find a link to the Events Calendar. This will take you to the AKC
Event Search & Results. *

GCH CH Granuaile's Captain O'Malley ("Eoin")

Non-Discrimination Statement
Milwaukee Dog Training Club does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed), breed,
gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status,
in any of its activities or operations. These activities include, but are not limited to, hiring and firing of staff, selection of
volunteers and vendors, and provision of services. We are committed to providing an inclusive and welcoming environment for all members of our staff, clients, volunteers, subcontractors, vendors, and clients.

